FAMILY ENGAGEMENT & EMPOWERMENT:
(Ideas shared by FCFC coordinators during “Grab and Steal” information sharing session at FCFC regional meetings)

FCFC Family Rep Recruitment Ideas:

· Recruit “those you know” (cluster, parent groups, HMG, etc.)
· Ask each FCFC member agency to identify a family representative
· Advertise for family reps in newspapers and other agency newsletters
· Tap into parent to parent support groups, PTO’s, etc.
· Work with the Parent Advocacy Connection (PAC) to recruit and build a network of local advocates
FCFC Family Rep Support/Retention Ideas:

· Offer to drive family reps to meetings/car pool
· Connect with family reps on a regular basis – check in to see if they have any questions, concerns, ideas, etc. (telephone calls, luncheons, etc.)
· Get to know each family rep and their interests and skills – build relationships
· Provide childcare/stipends
· Obtain official commissioner appointments of each family rep
· Include a parent report on the agenda of every meeting
· Specifically ask/seek family opinions on various subjects
· Provide leadership opportunities (FCFC or committee chair/co-chair)
Broad Outreach Efforts to Families in Local Communities
· Provide an annual county conference focused on providers and parents
· Provide Parent Power Training – different education topics at each training where childcare is provided.
· Support parent facilitated trainings for other parents
· Establish parent to parent support groups
· Launch a youth designed web-site
· Coordinate Back to School Fairs, Healthy Safety Fairs, Adopt a Family Christmas, etc.
· Support a parent to parent talk show on local radio station
· Connect with parent to parent support groups, PTO’s, etc.
· Provide information on FCFC and services on TV cable show
· Distribute newsletters for parents
· Participate in Ohio’s Parents Week. Specific ideas include having the Commissioner’s Proclaim Parent Week; placemats highlighting activities during Parent’s Week; kick off Parent Week with a community fair where vendors share resource information.
· Host Family Nights at local YMCA – provide pizza and educational activities
· YMCA – pizza and educational activities

